
The employees at South Central Public Power District 
are dedicated to ñkeeping the lights onò for our       
customers. No matter the time of day, no matter the 
weather, we are willing to do what it takes to provide 
electricity to your homes and businesses. 
 
Our employees have over 390 combined years         
of  experience at South Central. Add to that the       
125  combined years of experience of our Board of 
Directors and you can be assured that we have what 
it takes to provide safe, affordable electricity to our 
customers. 
 
The patrons of South Central Public Power District are 
not only our customers, you are also our owners. You 
have elected seven Board Members from amongst 
yourselves to run our District. 
 
Nebraskaôs Public Power Districts and Cooperatives 
are run by publicly elected power district boards,    
cooperative boards, or elected city councils (often 
through appointed boards). These boards establish 
budgets, service standards and policies, and set 
rates.  
 
Nebraska is unique because we are the only          
100-percent public power state, which means that 
every electric customer in Nebraska receives   elec-
tricity from a community-owned institution, not a for-
profit corporation.  This helps keep rates low, because 
investors arenôt pocketing your money.  Any money 
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left over after expenses is invested back in to the 
electric plant for new construction, maintenance or 
improvements. Those investments in the electric plant 
are why Nebraska is also the best state for reliability, 
with the average customer experiencing less than       
1 hour per year without electricity according to Energy 
Information Administration statistics. 
 
South Central Public Power District as well as all the 
public power districts in the state are dedicated to 
making lives of everyone they serve better. Our goal 
is to make electricity available at the lowest cost con-
sistent with sound economy and good management. 
Our success is measured by how much money stays 
within the communities we serve through low rates 
and not by how much money goes to shareholders. 
 
Public power means customers have a voice in deci-
sions made by their utility. Customers are encouraged 
to share their opinions and suggestions with the board 
representative who votes on their behalf. Our board of 
directors are responsible for setting rates, budgets 
and service standards. 
 

Public Power...is working for you! 
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How often have you seen a power pole used as a pole for a basketball hoop, a satellite dish, a bird house, a 
support for a deer stand, or even something as simple as a sign? Using power poles  to support structures or 
for displaying signs and event posters isn't just an inconvenience for utility workers, it is  potentially deadly. 
 
Safety issues caused by unapproved pole attachments place the lives of line-workers and the public in peril. It 
may seem innocent, but a small nail partially driven into a pole can have deadly results around high voltage 
electricity.  
 
South Centralôs line crews climb utility poles at all hours of the day and night, in the worst of conditions. Any-
thing attached to our poles can create serious hazards for our line personnel. Sharp objects like nails, tacks, 
staples, or barbed wire can puncture rubber gloves and other safety equipment, making linemen vulnerable to 
electrocution. 
 
Not only do these attachments put line-workers at risk, anyone placing these items on poles may come      
dangerously close to energized power lines with  thousands of volts of electricity pulsing overhead. It is always 
wise to keep any structure at least 10 feet away from utility poles. 

 
Unauthorized pole attachments violate the National Electric Safety 
Code which includes a section that reads ñSigns, posters, notices and 
other attachments shall not be placed on supporting structures with-
out    concurrence of the owner (the District is the owner of the pole).        
Supporting structures should be kept free from other climbing hazards 
such as tacks, nails, through bolts, and vines.ò 
 

Another hazard that can weaken a power pole is 
when a pole is scraped or hit by a vehicle or farm 
implement. Contact may immediately weaken the 
pole structure or can cause damage that allows the 
structure to deteriorate over a shorter period of time 
than its usual life expectancy. Be aware of pole   
location and try to keep equipment a minimum of    
2 feet away from any pole or structure.  
 
Shooting a gun near a power line can also cause 
damage that is not always noticeable right away.    
A line might sustain some damage that doesnôt 
show up until wind or ice test the damaged section 
causing an outage.  
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Allen Schiermeyer began his employment with South      
Central PPD in January of  1989.  Allen and wife, Kelly, live 

in Nelson. They have two children; Kendra is an RN       

employed by Good Samaritan 

Hospital in Kearney, NE. Eric is 
in his second year at the Univer-

sity of Nebraska majoring in 

Accounting and working toward 

CPA certification. 

30 Years 

Allen Schiermeyer 

 



 
When it comes time to recharge your EV, there are  
options available. Below is a list showing the options 
along with the amount of  charge received using these 
options: 
 
�Ÿ��120 Volt charge (plugged in to a normal outlet)        
40 miles range from an 8 hour charge 

�Ÿ��240 Volt Charger (requires a plug like used for an 
electric range or a hardwired charger like Charge-
Point)   180 miles range from an 8 hour charge 

�Ÿ��Commercial Fast Charger (found at commercial 
stops such as shopping centers or truck stops)    
50-90 miles range in 30 minutes 

�Ÿ��Tesla Supercharger (compatible only  with Tesla 
EVs)    170 mile range in 30 minutes 

 
NPPDôs EnergyWise program offers a $200 incentive 
for EV owners who purchase and install a Charge-
Point 240V 32A Wi-Fi connected charging station in 
your home. The owner must activate the ChargePoint 
app, fill out the EnergyWise EV Charging Station    
incentive program installation and submit it along with 
proof of purchase. By signing the application, you 
agree to release your charging system energy usage 
to the utility.   
 
Purchasers of an EV or Plug-in Hybrid can apply for a 
Federal income tax credit of up to $7,500 depending 
on the battery capacity of the car. 
 

February, 2019 www.southcentralppd.com Page 3 

Just a few short years ago very few imagined owning 
an electric vehicle. They were expensive, they had no 
range, and most were just down right ugly. But due to 
advances in technology and reduction in cost, Electric 
Vehicles (EVs) are becoming much more popular. 
 
The more popular EVs on the road today have a 
range of over 150 miles on a full charge. Below is      
a list showing some EVs available in 2018 and their 
rated range: 
 
�¡�� Nissan Leaf  151 Miles 
�¡�� Chevrolet Bolt  238 Miles 
�¡�� Tesla Model X 100D 295 Miles 
�¡�� Tesla Model 3  310 Miles 
�¡�� Tesla Model S 100D 335 Miles 
 
Many other EVs on the market in 2018 have a range 
of less than 150 miles but are not listed here.  
 
Many people exploring the purchase of an EV experi-
ence ñrange anxietyò. They are concerned the battery 
will go dead while commuting from point A to point B.  
However, most daily commutes fall well within the 
range of todayôs EVs. 
 
Something to consider, living in Nebraska, is the    
impact that weather can have on the EV range.     
Battery chemistry slows down when it gets cold, thus 
the range drops. A heater built into the system will 
maintain a minimum battery temperature however the 
heater consumes battery power as does the cabinôs 
heater and any other accessories you might be       
operating.  
 
Other factors that impact battery range are: 
 
�i �� Aggressive driving 
�i �� Long mountain climbs 
�i �� Non-stop high speeds 
�i �� Strong headwinds 
�i �� Extra weight (passengers, luggage) 
�i �� High temperatures (having to run AC and keeping 
the batteries cool) 

By Royce Schott 


