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Keeping you plugged in to what’s happening!

OBJECTIVE: To make electricity available at the lowest cost consistent with sound economy and good management.

South Central PPD/Glenwood Telecommunications
Grant Denied By Public Service Commission
South Central Public Power District has been working
with Glenwood Telecommunications of Blue Hill, NE and
NPPD for the past several months in an eﬀort to bring
high speed broadband internet to the customers we
serve throughout our District.

Not everyone on the Commission agreed with the way
challenges were handled. It was acknowledged that the
rules set by the commission side with challenges if locations in the project are already being served by speeds of
100/20 Mbps to avoid an “overbuild” of internet services.

We have asked our customers to conduct speed tests
of their internet service, issue letters of support for this
project and have spent countless hours putting together grant applications to the Nebraska Broadband Bridge
Program. $20 million was allocated for the ﬁrst year of
this program sponsored by Senator Curt Friesen of Henderson at the request of Governor Pete Ricketts. The
purpose of this program is to expand access to broadband capable of download/upload speeds of 100/100
megabits per second (Mbps).

In the words of one dissenting Commisioner, “We failed
to consider the speed data submitted by the applicants,
and information provided by customers and elected ofﬁcials who live in the area. As a result, service will not
be provided to many locations which should have been
able to receive it. Instead, the Commission accepted
plant maps provided by carriers and their attestation that
they were providing adequate service, despite strong
evidence provided by others to the contrary. The plant
maps submitted often showed limited ﬁber deployment
and a heavy reliance of distribution of broadband over
antique copper plant. It is well known and documented
that copper cannot produce speeds of 100/20 Mbps over
any substantial distance and it is unlikely these towns
would provide an exception.”

There were 76 grant applications for a total of $36 million
submitted. 60 grant applications were accepted for a total of $17.8 million. Several of the applications, including
those by SCPPD/Glenwood, were challenged because
they overlapped with another company’s existing service
area where ﬁber is being installed, or where a ﬁber project was planned. Windstream challenged the application
we applied for.
In our District, some of our customers are served by
high-speed broadband, but not all have access to the
service. Many of the customers supposedly receiving
internet speeds of 100/20 Mbps are not actually witnessing those speeds in their homes or business. The
speed tests we promoted throughout 2021 documented
that those speeds are not being achieved as claimed by
Windstream.

The Commission acknowledges that changes need to be
made to the process before the next round of grants are
considered.
Where Do We Go From Here?
We don’t give up.
In order to provide broadband to all our customers, we
have to continue to work towards a way that we can be
in the communities as well as the rural areas. We do not
want to scale down the project and leave out segments
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of the plan just to avoid the Windstream challenges.
The density of coverage that is available in communities is needed to help justify the expense of running ﬁber
throughout the rural areas of our District.
South Central, Glenwood, and NPPD will further study
the process needed to provide funding for this project.
Now that the Legislature is back in session, there may
be an opportunity this legislative session to revisit the
newly created Broadband Bridge Act to ﬁrm up a few of
the guidelines the PSC uses as they weigh applications
under this program. We may need to work towards the
Broadband Bridge Project grants that will be awarded
next year. Another $20 million plus any unused grant
money from this year, will be available again in 2022.
We may have to, once again, call on you, our customers,
for support and information as we work to compile data
necessary to qualify for funding.

South Central Public Power District Receives
NREA Safety Award For No Lost Time Accidents
For the third year in a row, South Central Public Power
District has received the Nebraska Rural Electric Association’s Safety Award for No Lost Time Accidents.
34 members of NREA across the state participate in the
NREA Job Training & Safety program (JT&S). This program is designed to help Districts provide a safe work environment for their employees.
To qualify for the Safety Award, members must complete
the whole year with no accidents that result in a worker
taking time oﬀ from work or being reassigned to a diﬀerent
duty than that which they are regularly employed.

Thank you to our customers for supporting us in what
we feel is a very important project for the betterment of
our area.

South Central Public Power District
Launches Facebook Page To Help
Keep You Informed

New Year’s resolutions. They are easy to make but very hard to keep. However,there
is one New Year’s resolution that we at South Central PPD have been able to keep. In
January we launched the South Central Public Power District Facebook page. We have
considered doing this for some time and have decided now is a great time to launch. We understand that many
people utilize Facebook to communicate and ﬁnd information.
We hope that our new Facebook page will provide our customers
with another source of keeping up with what is happening in the
South Central District.
We intend for the page to be a source of information during times
when you are experiencing an outage. Other events that we
deem neccessary to communicate to our customers can be sent
out on the Facebook page.
The page has links to our monthly newsletter which we publish
in the monthly issue of Nebraska magazine printed by NREA
and sent to your home. The newsletter can also be found on our
website www.southcentralppd.com.
Check out our Facebook page and give us a “Like”. It is just another way South Central Public Power District is
working to stay connected with our customers.
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Induction Cooking Now Has An Incentive
From EnergyWise
Induction cooking provides the responsiveness and
power of natural gas or propane burners combined
with the control of electric appliances.
Since induction works by transferring energy straight
to the metal of the pan rather than heating up an element and transferring that heat to the pan, many professional chefs ﬁnd induction every bit as fast as gas.
As much as 84% of the energy delivered through the
cooking zone is transferred into the food. the department of energy ﬁnds that around 40% of a burner’s
heat is transferred using gas. Induction ranges can
boil two quarts of tap water in less than ﬁve minutes.
A gas stove will take more than eight minutes and an
electric range with coils will take nearly 10 minutes.
Not only does induction put energy into food more eﬃciently, it puts less heat in the kitchen.
Induction cooktops and ranges are simple to clean because their ﬂat glass or ceramic surfaces have no
gaps or grills to collect spilled food. Since cooking zones can only become as hot as the pan, spilled food
seldom becomes baked on the enamel. When spills are caught right away, swipe the cooking zone with a
damp dish cloth and return the pan to the cooktop for no delay in cooking.
Changes in temperature setting occur precisely and immediately.
Perhaps one of the most important attributes induction cooking brings is safety. No ﬂames. no extremely
hot burners or coils.
Induction cooktops and ranges are more expensive than their gas or electric counterparts although prices
have come down over the last several years.
One other drawback is that magnetic cookware must be used for the induction process to work. That usually means stainless steel or cast iron cookware.
The EnergyWise program has an incentive for the purchase of
induction built-in or free-standing ranges. The incentive pays
20% of the cost of cookware. The entire cooktop surface must
use induction technology and have a 30” minimum width. The
unit must be brand new and purchased after January 1, 2022.

For more information on this incentive, check our website at southcentralppd.com
or give us a call at 402-225-2351.
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Meet Our New Employee......
South
Central
PUBLIC POWER DISTRICT

Daltan Kinnaman

south central public power district
South Central Public Power
District is constantly working
to provide quality service to
our customers. Over the last
three years we have added
ﬁve linemen total to our Nelson and Clay Center crews.
Some of these hires were due
to retirements and some were
in response to reassignments
of personnel.

Our most recent addition is
Daltan Kinnaman. Daltan came to South Central in January of 2020 on an internship while attending Utility Line
courses in Norfolk. He was hired as a full-time Apprentice Lineman with the District on October 1, 2021.
Daltan comes to us from Edgar, Nebraska. He is part of
a large family. His parents are Kent and JoDe Kinnaman
of Edgar. Kent is a rural mail carrier covering a Fairﬁeld
route. He has also served on the Edgar City Council
JoDe is the Health Coordinator for Head Start. She is
also involved in the TeamMates Program. Daltan has ﬁve
siblings; Nick, Josh, Samantha, Gavin, and Austin. He is
also close to his Grandma, Deloris Wilson, who lives on
a farm outside of Edgar.
Daltan is a 2013 graduate of Sandy Creek High School.
While in school, he participated in sports including wrestling, football and summer baseball. He continued his
education at Central Community College in Hastings
where he attained a degree in Criminal Justice in 2016.
The lure of working outside and being able to serve the
community and surrounding area led Daltan to further
his education at Northeast Community College in Norfolk where he received a degree in Utility Line in 2021.
Daltan has been a volunteer ﬁreman for the Edgar VFD
watt’s happening
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The regular meeting of the Board of Directors of South Central Public
Power District is held the third Tuesday of each month at 9 a.m. at the
District’s office in Nelson, Nebraska.
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since 2015. He loves to hunt, especially waterfowl. He
also enjoys ﬁshing, camping and traveling. Spending
time with family and friends has led to trips to Utah and
California where he has family.
Daltan’s duties at South Central include construction,
repairing and maintaining overhead and underground
electric equipment. He also gets involved with troubleshooting outages.
He stated that the favorite part of his job is being able to
work outside and being able to serve the community and
surrounding area. He especially likes the construction
aspect of his job.
Daltan’s willingness to serve in his community and surrounding area make him a valuable part of the South
Central Public Power District team. We thank him for his
commitment to keeping the lights on for the customers in
the District.

Beware Of Extravigant Space Heater Claims
Imagine saving “50% or more on home heating costs”
using “the most-eﬃcient space heater ever made”.
Such declarations are made to justify a 1,500 watt
space heater that may cost several hundred dollars.
A $20 1,500 watt space heater will produce the exact
amount of heat just as eﬃciently as the expensive one.

Happy Valentine Day
South Central
Public Power District
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Nelson Oﬃce Hours

8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday
402-225-2351 or 1-800-557-5254
For Billing Questions, please call:
(M-F, 8a.m. - 5 p.m.)
402-225-2351 or 1-800-557-5254
For Power Outages, please call:
(Any time of day or night)
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