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KEEPING YOU PLUGGED IN TO WHAT'S HAPPENING!

WATT'S
HAPPENING

EnergyWise

Public Power Week 

OCTOBER 2022 

October  2022

Smart Thermostat

If you have a home Wi-Fi connection and a central air-conditioning or heat pump system, you may
qualify for an EnergyWise℠ incentive of up to $100 for installing a qualifying smart thermostat.

Smart thermostat technology is most beneficial for households that have extended periods during
the day when no one is home, those that turn their thermostat
down during bedtime hours or those that have irregular 
occupancy through the week, month or year.

Primary Electric Heat (Professionally Installed) $100
Primary Electric Heat (Customer Installed) $75
Primary Fossil-Fuel Heat (Professionally Installed) $50
Primary Fossil - Fuel Heat (Customer Installed) $25  

Incentives

Public Power Week is celebrated the first week of October every year. Nearly every state in the U.S. has a public
power utility, but Nebraska is the only state served 100% by publicly-owned utilities; such as municipal utilities,
electric cooperatives, or public power districts. Public utilities exist to serve customers. 

LOW COST POWER - Not-for-profit, cost-of-service-based rates mean your electricity price includes only the
cost of generating and delivering power to you. This results in Nebraskans paying some of the lowest electric
rates in the nation year after year.

RELIABILITY - Surplus revenues are reinvested into the system -- the power plants, substations, and transmission
and distribution lines. This allows us to safely generate and deliver low-cost, highly reliable electricity and provide
outstanding service to you.

LOCAL CONTROL - Public power means you have a voice in decisions made by your utility. Since the publicly
elected utility board members or city council members live in the communities they serve, they carefully
consider the input of the decisions they make.

NOT FOR PROFIT - Public power utilities exist to serve you. There are no stockholders and thus no profit motive.
That means Nebraska's utilities can focus exclusively on keeping electric rates low and customer service high.

https://www.nppd.com/about-us/board-of-directors
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Harvest Safety - Overhead Powerlines
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If you make contact with a power line, don’t get
out. If you make contact with a power line, guy wire,
power pole, electrical box or any other electrical
equipment, do not get out of your cab or truck.
Stay put and call 9-1-1 to dispatch the local utility to
de-energize the power. If you must get out due to
smoke or fire, make a solid jump out without
touching any part of the tractor or vehicle, and hop
away as far as you can, keeping both feet together
as you hop. Another option (after you make a
clean exit) is to shuffle or waddle away while
keeping your feet together and on the ground.
Once you are out, never try to re-enter the cab or
truck.

Remember: If your machinery or vehicle comes in
contact with a power line or other utility equipment,
do not get out of the cab. Stray power could
energize your equipment and the ground. Call 911
and wait for us to arrive and cut the power so that
you can safely exit your tractor or vehicle.

Determine proper clearance. Contact us to
measure power line heights; do NOT do this 

yourself. Once you know the heights, you can
determine appropriate equipment, implement and
extension clearances. Always maintain at least 10
feet between the power line and the tallest height
of the equipment that will be transported. Keep in
mind that due to wear, age and even weather
conditions, power lines can change height. Please
contact us with any concerns. It’s good to know
power line clearance, but always have a spotter.

Call us before moving or adding a grain bin. The
National Electrical Safety Code addresses grain
bins and their proximity to power lines with very
specific requirements. The requirements are in
place to help keep farmers safe by decreasing the
chances of farming equipment and machinery
coming in contact with power lines. If you are
planning on building a new grain bin or remodeling
around an area that already has one, contact
South Central Public Power District at 402-225-
2351. We can help with specific code requirements.
The taller a grain bin, the farther it must be placed
from a power line.
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Wear costumes that are labeled flame
resistant.
Wear bright, reflective costumes or add strips
of reflective tape for added visibility.
Do not wear decorative (colored) contact
lenses unless you have seen an eye care
professional for a proper fitting and instructions
on how to use them.
Wear makeup and hats rather than costume
masks that can obscure or obstruct your vision.
Test the makeup you plan to use in advance
for a possible allergy by putting a small
amount on your arm.

Do not let your little ones (or anyone) eat
candy or other treats until they have been
inspected at home.
Check all labels for potential food allergens.
If you have very young trick-or-treaters,
remove any choking hazards such as gum,
peanuts, hard candies or small toys from the
goodie pile.
Inspect commercially wrapped treats for signs
of tampering, such as tiny pinholes, tears in
wrappers or anything unusual.
Limit your risk of questionable candy by only
ringing doorbells attached to homes you know.

The U.S. Food and Drug Administration, the
Consumer Product Safety Division and the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention offer these tips:

Costume safety

Food safety

Enjoy treats and decorate safely!

Inspect each electrical decoration. Check
cords for cracking, fraying or bare wires, as
they may cause a serious shock or start a fire.
Also, inspect for damaged plugs.
Replace any damaged decorations.
Make sure any lights, animated displays or
other electrical outdoor products are safety
tested by a reputable laboratory such as UL
(Underwriters Laboratory) and approved for
outdoor use.
Do not overload extension cords or allow them
to run through water on the ground.
Plug outdoor electric lights and decorations
into ground fault circuit interrupter-protected
outlets.
When decorating outside, always make sure to
look up and check that you and any
equipment, such as ladders, are at least 10 feet
away from overhead power lines. Always carry
a ladder or other long object or tool in a
horizontal position.

Halloween is a time for candy, costumes and in
some cases, outdoor lighting or inflatable
decorations. While preparing for and enjoying the
holiday, follow these safety precautions:

Outdoor lighting
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Decorate and Trick-or-Treat Safely This Halloween

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK!
 www.facebook.com/SouthCentralPPD 
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Board of Directors

The regular meeting of the Board of
Directors of South Central Public Power
District is held the third Tuesday of each
month at 9AM at the District's office in
Nelson, Nebraska.

Craig Cox
General Manager

Nelson Office 
275 S Main St | Nelson, NE 68961

Monday - Friday
8 AM - 5 PM

402.225.2351 or 800.557.5254

Power Outages 

402.225.2351 or 800.557.5254

Watt's Happening Editor 

www.southcentralppd.com

Visit the current outage map
on our website.
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www.facebook.com/SouthCentralPPD
FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK!

WWW.SOUTHCENTRALPPD . COM
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