
2017 ELECTRIC RATES   
 
Recently, NPPD announced that it expects to leave 
wholesale electric power production rates unchanged 
for 2017. The rates being charged were first set for 
2013.   
 
While production rates are the largest component of 
wholesale power costs, NPPDôs production rates do 
not cover the total cost of delivering electricity to 
South Central.   

There are also costs associated with the ownership 
and operation of the regional (Southwest Power Pool) 
and NPPD transmission systems.  Those costs are 
recovered through NPPDôs transmission rates and 
transmission rates are going up by about 5% for 2017.   
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OBJECTIVE:  To make electricity available at the lowest cost consistent with sound economy and good management. 

Current Comments  

 

Managerôs Column 
 

NPPD uses a diverse group of energy resources to produce          

electricity. 

Gerald Gentleman Station is Nebraskaôs largest generating plant. 

Located near Sutherland, NE, the plant consists of two coal-fired 

generating plants which together have the capacity to generate 1,365 

megawatts of power. 

Cooper Nuclear Station (CNS) is the largest single unit electrical 

generator in  the state of Nebraska. CNS has a net  generating      

capacity of 791 megawatts of power.  



Transmission system additions are being made 
across both the SPP and NPPD footprints to improve 
reliability and to allow for the addition of renewable 
generation resources. 
 
In addition to increases in transmission costs, the 
method for collecting for the use of the transmission 
system has also changed since the last retail rate 
study.    

 
A little ñback of the envelopeò math provided me with 
an estimate that changes in transmission expense will  
increase 2017 total wholesale power costs by about  
4.4% above those paid in 2013.  That increase is 
somewhat offset by a reduction in both capital needs 
for new construction and in transportation costs (we 
drive about 300,000 miles per year) since 2013.        
 
Most Nebraska utilities set their rates for the next year 
during the fall.  Here at South Central Public Power 
District, we do not calculate the next yearôs revenue 
requirements until the books are closed for the       
previous year.  I will keep you posted as we work 
through our normal budgetary and rate requirement 
processes; however, I have no reason today to expect 
that South Central Public Power District will need a 
general electric rate increase for 2017. 
 
Assuming we are able to hold the line for 2017, we 
will have charged the same rate for five consecutive 
years.   The only periods of longer rate stability in the 
past 50 years were 1982-88 and 1995-2000. 

November, 2016 www.southcentralppd.com Page 2 

 

NPPDôs transmission rates are going up by about 5% for 2017. 

 

Thank You for your cooperation! 
       South Central Public Power District 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KEEP POWER POLES SAFE 
FOR UTILITY WORKERS  

How often have you seen a power pole used as a pole 
for a basketball hoop, a satellite dish, a bird house, a 
support for a deer stand, or even something as simple 
as a sign? Using power poles  to support structures or 
for displaying signs and event posters isn't just an 
inconvenience for utility workers, it is potentially 
deadly.  
 
Safety issues caused by unapproved pole attachments 
place the lives of line -workers and the public in peril.  
It may seem innocent, but a small nail  partially driven 
into a pole can have deadly results around high      
voltage electricity.  
 
�6�R�X�W�K�� �&�H�Q�W�U�D�O�¶�V�� �O�L�Q�H�� �F�U�H�Z�V�� �F�O�L�P�E�� �X�W�L�O�L�W�\�� �S�R�O�H�V�� �D�W�� �D�O�O��
hours of the day and night, in the worst of conditions. 
Anything attached to our poles can create serious  
hazards for our line personnel. Sharp objects like 
nails, tacks, staples, or barbed wire can puncture   
rubber gloves and other safety equipment, making 
linemen vulnerable to electrocution.  
 
Not only do these attachments put line -workers at risk, 
anyone placing these items on poles may come       
dangerously close to energized power lines with   
thousands of volts of electricity pulsing overhead. It is 
always wise to keep any structure at least 10 feet away 
from utility poles.  
 
Unauthorized pole attachments violate the National 
Electric Safety Code which includes a section that 
�U�H�D�G�V�����³�6�L�J�Q�V�����S�R�V�W�H�U�V�����Q�R�W�L�F�H�V���D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U�����D�W�W�D�F�K�P�H�Q�W�V��
shall not be placed on supporting structures without 
concurrence of the owner (the District is the owner of 
the pole). Supporting    structures should be kept free 
from other climbing hazards such as tacks, nails, 
�W�K�U�R�X�J�K���E�R�O�W�V�����D�Q�G���Y�L�Q�H�V���´ 
 
Please, for your safety and the safety of our  linemen, 
do not use utility poles for supports and sign posts.  

 
 
 
 


